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PREFACE. [| 


1 
THE candid wiſh of many well-diſ- j | 
poſed Neighbours, and the Sa rio 4 
given by the kind approbation of many 9 


of my REveREND BRETHREN, encourage 
me humbly to offer the following Diſcourſe 
to the Publick; hoping it may happily 
meet with the ſame obliging Candour when 
delivered from the Preſs, as from the 
Pulpit. 


De Diſcourſe, although addreſſed to Fi 
the Clergy, may not be uſeleſs to the ll 
Laity,---who are to make their IN PRR“᷑ 
ENCES as well as the former. 


4 

Nothing that ſounds /ike an hard ſaying Mil 

| | 18; 13 
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with reſpect to Tithes and Offerings, and 9 
| the j | 
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the Contempt of | the Miniſtry, is meant 
70 grate the Ears of my own Pariſhion- 
ers: Neſpect forbids me 10 [peak with 
any particular Reference to my worthy : 
Meigbbours: and J heartily wiſh theſe 


jarring Strings were as little heard in 


every Pariſh as my own, and that all 
ny Brother Miniſters and their good 


People lived in equal Harmony. 


In bumble Conformity to the engaging 
Example of that great Miniſter of the 
Gofpel of Peace, who became all things 


to all men, I mean © 70 give none 


« OFFENCE; Hat leaſt, only . to PROVOKE 


© unto Love, and to good works.“ 


© And if this little Publication may in 
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any degree be inſtrumental to the Glory | | 
of God, and the good of his Church and ! ! 
People ; it will be a more ample Recom- F 
pence to the Author than * ſands of i 
Gold and Silver. 4 
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And, Oh! that You, in particular- 
over whoſe invaluable Souls it has pleaſed | 
} x | 


the Divine Providence to ſet me as a 1 
Watchman,--may © grow in grace, and [ 
in the Knowledge of our Lord and | 
« Saviour Jeſus Chriſt,---is the Hearts 

©« Defire,” and fervent Prayer of, 4 
. l - 

My CHRISTIAN BRETHREN, 1 

Your ever faithful, | j 

1 

And affeftionate Miniſter li 

feftionate Minifter, || 

1 

JOHN DAR WALL. 
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1 Cor. xv. 58. 


My beloved Brethren. be ye fted- 
faſt, unmoveable, always abounding 


in the work of the Lord, foraſmuch 


as ye know that your labour is not 


in vain in the Lord. 


HAT I beg leave to offer upon 
this Subject is not intended vain- 


ly to inform, but humbly to remind my 
Reverend Brethren of the Duties of 
DIO ; B their 
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their high calling in Chriſt Jeſus. As 
the Baptiſt ſaid to our Bleſſed Lord, 
I have need to be baptized of Thee, 
and comeſt Thou to me; ſo may I with 
ſill leſs worthineſs and abilities than 
my  Fellow-Teachers humbly fay, 1 
have need to be inſtructed of hem, 
and why then ſhould I preſume to give 
inſtruction to thoſe from whom I might 
more properly receive it? To inform 
my learned Audience what things they 

_ ought to do and teach would be need- 
Iefs, becauſe they 4row them: but, to 
put them in mind of theſe things, al- 
though they &zow them, may not be 
uſeleſs. Therefore, to return to the 
words of the text, My beloved 
e Brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt, unmove- 
| n able 
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c able, always abounding in the work 
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of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye know 


\ 


** 


that your labour is not in vain in the 
Lord.“ And - though theſe words 
were directed by St. Paul to Chriſtians 


in general; yet they may not be im- 
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* 


properly applied upon the preſent occa- 


ſion to the Miniſters of the Goſpel in 
particular. And though Chriſtians are 
exhorted to be ſtedfaſt and unmove- 
able in the belief of that incredible 
Article of our Faith, as the unbelieving 
Sadducees weakly maintained,---the Re- 
ſurrection of the dead in particular; 
yet we may not unnaturally under- 
ſtand, that the Miniſters of Chriſt are 
here exhorted to be ſtedfaſt and un- 
moveable in the Faith of the Goſpel, 
B 2 and 
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L 4 1 
and diligent in the difcharge of their 
miniſterial labours in general. 


Taking | occaſion therefore to under- 
ſtand the text in this ſenſe, I proceed 
rather as a Remembrancer, than an In- 
 ferudtor, to conſider the Duties here 
pointed our to the Miniſters of God. 


Axp, alas! how ſedfaſt and un- 
moveable ought we to be in the midſt 
of a crooked and perverſe Generation | 
how abounding in the work of the Lord, 
when the work is ſo great and arduous ! 
What a numerous train of trials and 
' troubles, labours and ſorrows, beſet our 
path of life to divert us from the ſted- 
faſtneſs of our faith, and move us from 

| the 
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the hope of our calling! For if in this 


life only we had hope, we ſhould be of 
all men moſt miſerable | What an hor- 
rid army of ſpiritual enemies haye we 
every where to encounter! What mixt 
legions of common-ſwearers, liars, ex- 
tortioners, unjuſt and covetous perſons, 
fornicators, adulterers, men of hatred, 
variance, emulations, wrath, ſtrife, ſe- 
ditions, hereſies, envyings, murders, 
drunkenneſs, revellings, and ſuch like, 
---have enliſted themſelves under the 
Banner of Satan in Oppoſition to the 


Kingdom of Chrift ! Theſe we muſt all 


ſtrenuouſſy oppoſe, equipt with the 


armour of God, and the ſword of the 
Spirit, as the faithful /o/diers and ſer- 
vants of Chriſt, the great Captain of 


our 


6 Y 

our Salvation, who will not fail to 
ſtrengthen and ſupport us in our /piri- 
: tual warfare. And what adds to the 
difficulty of our miniſterial labours--is, 
That we are not to ſatisfy ourſelves with 
a general and publick reprehenſion of 
Sin without giving our particular and 
private admonitions. And this is not 
only to be done when the Body lies lan- 
guiſhing upon the bed of ſickneſs, and 
is haſtening to its diſſolution (for, alas 
it may be then too late;) but when the 
Soul is in a ſtate of ſickneſs and death. 
The Body,---ſupported by the bleſſings 
of food and raiment, and enjoying the 
vital influences of the Sun and Heavens, 
may flouriſh like the ſtately Cedar 
on the lofty Brow of Lebanon ; when 

the 


EF: 7 
the Soul,---deprived of the rich influ- 
ences of Divine Grace, and the vivify- 


ing rays of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, --- 
like the blooming Roſe of Sharon, or 
the fair Lily of the lowly Vale,---may 
ficken,--droop,--and die,---Hence, ſays 
St, Paul, The Sinner is dead whilſt he 


liveth. A very little obſervation will 


furniſh us with daily inſtances of dying 
Souls, or Souls already dead in treſ- 
paſſes and fins. This dangerous and 
deplorable State of Souls demands our 
beſt attention. How greatly does it 


concern us minutely to ſcrutinize into 


the latent cauſes of their various diſor- 
ders, that we may learn in what caſes 
to reprove, rebuke, and exhort,---find 
out the nature of the /pirizual malady, 


a and 


(8 1 
and know what remedy to apply to ſave 
a foul from death hom greatly does it 
| concern us to cx ALOUD and ſpare not, 

that we may wax EN ſenſeleſs finners 
from their - deadly flumber, and raiſe 
them from the death of fn unto a life 
of righteouſneſs Here is an ample 
field for the exerciſe of our ſpiritual 
labour s Here is a ſpacious vineyard 
containing many barren and fruitleſs 
trees to employ our utmoſt care againſt 
the Lord of the Vineyard comes: Here 
is a heavy charge to ſuperintend;---the 
great and important charge of fouls,--- 
of which we wuſt one day give a ſtrict 
account. What the Lord ſpeaks to his 
Prophet Ezekiel is jointly applicable to 
e of his Miniſters : - «© Son of Man, 
L have 


E 


1 
© J have made thee a watchman unte 
{© the Houſe of Iſrael; therefore hear 


the word at my mouth, and give 


« them warning from me. When I 
e fay unto the wicked, thou ſhalt ſurely 
« die, and thou giveſt him not warn- 
ce ing, nor ſpeakeſt to warn the wicked 


from his wicked way to fave his life; 


ce the ſame wicked man ſhall die in his 
ce iniquity, but his blood will I require 
c at thine hand.“ Ohl what a dread- 
ful warning is this !---Gracious Lord, 


forbid, that our want of care and vigi- 


lance ſhould ever prove the ſad occaſion 


of the loſs, either of our ow- ſoul, or 
of one precious ſoul committed to our 
charge!--B ut although, knowing the ter- 
ror of the Lord, we perſuade men, and 


C | give 


138 I 


give them repeated warnings and ad- 


monitions to turn from their evil ways 
and live; yet too often they will only 
ufer us to deliver our own ſouls, [The 
Reformation of Sinners is ſo nice an 
Undertaking, that it cannot well and 
happily be effected without a conſider- 
able degree of prudence and diſcretion. 

So various are the tempers and diſpoſi- 
\ tions of men, that what would con- 
ines one man of Sin---would have no 
eke upon another. What one would 
receive with complacency, another would 
reject with offence : like the Virgins re- 
corded in the Goſpel---/ome are wiſe, 

| and ſome are fooliſh :---and hence ariſes 
/ the complacency of the one, and the of- 
\ 'Fenceof the other; «© Reprove nota'ſcorner, 


8 leſt 
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leſt he hate tliee; rebuke a wiſe man, 


and he will love thee.” There is fo 
mugh pride and weakneſs wrapt up in 
the Patitutions of ſome men, that 


there is no room for admonitions. 


they need 70 information at all; and 
yet have ſo much real ignorance, that 
they need all the information that can 
be given them =} And ſome are ſo long 
and ſo unhappily accuſtomed to do evil, 
that though we preach the word, though 


we are inſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon, - 


reprove, rebuke and exhort, with all 


long-ſuffering and do&@rine, they will 


never learn to do well : and as ſoon 
may we waſh away the black Hue of 
the Ethiopian, as cleanſe theſe men from 


C 2 the 


Some 
have ſo much naginary wiſdom, that 
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| - 75 
the Leproſy of Sin] - So that after all 


our painful endeavours we have too 
often great reaſon to fear with Saint 
Paul, that we have beſtowed labour in 
vain. But yet this ought never to 
diſcourage us from our edfaſtneſs, if, 
with Him alſo, by any means we may 
ſave ſome. Nor thould any diſcourage- 
ments, to which the faithful diſcharge 
of our ſacred office ſhould expoſe us, 


ever induce us to remove our integrity 


Bo from us.2-Þ What are all our ſufferings 


compared with thoſe of the great Apoſ- 
tle? who tells us (what we cannot but 
repeat with a pleaſing ſympathy) Thrice 
« was I beaten with rods, -once was I 


* ſtoned, thrice I ſuffered ſhipwreck, 


ea night and a day have I been in the 
271 | | « deep 


191 
« deep; In journeyings often, in perils 
<« of waters, in perils of. robbers, in 
« perils by mine own country-men, in 
< perils by the heathen, in perils in the 
« city, in perils in the wilderneſs, in 
e perils in the ſea, in perils among 
« falſe brethren; In wearineſs and pain- 
ce fulneſs, in watchings often, in hun- 
cc ger and thirſt, in faſtings often, in 
ce cold and nakedneſs.”---The inade- 
quate compariſon of our own ſufferings 
with the Apoſtle's muſt wholly filence 


all our complaints : but though we are \ 
not to complain with him, we ſhould not 
forget to pray with him, that God would 8 
be pleaſed to enable us by the aids of 
| his Grace and Holy Spirit to proſecute 


the eſs arduous work of our miniſtry 
with 


1 —  — — 


with unſhaken conſtancy and perſeve- 


L 14 1 


rance unto: the end.---And what made 
the Apoſtle's ſufferings ſtill more exten- 


five was---his being not only a perſonal 
L. ufferer, but a Fellow-Sufferer with 


others: Who is weak,” ſays he, 


and Iam not weak; who is offended, 


cc and I burn not? And in this Par- 
ticular we are to follow his benevolent 
example, and ſhew a tender concern 
and compaſſion for the fins and ſuffer- 
ings of all who are Fellow-Members 
with us of Chriſt's Body. We are not 
only to bear the weight of our own 
croſs, but to ſhare the weight of our 
brother's ;---not only to rejoice with 


them that do rejoice, but to weep with 


them that weep. With what affecting 
| tenderneſs 


11 

tenderneſs and deep concern did the 
Compaſſionate Redeemer of Mankind 
weep over the unhappy city of Jeruſalem, 
ſaying, „If thou had'ſt known, even 
* thou, at leaſt, in this thy day, the 
« things which belong unto thy peace, 
ce but now they are hid from thine 
« eyes !”----Why did the Holy Jeſus 
ſuffer Satan to place him on a Pinnacle 
of the Temple, and to try the Lord his 
God with ſuch inſulting temptations, - 
but compaſſionately to raiſe us from 
the abyſs of miſery,---to weaken the 
Power of temptation, that we may be 
able to bear it, and, at laſt, to eæalt 
us to eternal Life?---Why did the great 
Creator,---who converted the {imple 
element of water into the pureſt wine, 

and 
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EE» 
and fed five thouſand men with * 
barley loaves and two ſmall fiſhes, --faſt 
forty days and forty nights in the ſoli- 
tary. wilderneſs, - but that Man, who 
was periſbing for want, might drink of 
the Water, and eat the Bread of Life? 
What moved the Lord of Life and 
Death to undergo his bitter Agony in 
the Garden, which he watered with the 


precious dews, which diſtilled in ſan- 


guine drops from his ſacred Brows ?-- 
what moved the Sovereign King of Glory 
to wear the humble Coronet of Thorns, 
and /g out his laſt Breath on the ex- 
cruciating accurſed Tree, but his com- 
miſerating Love for a loſt World ?---- 
A Heart hardened againſt the Miſeries 
of our Chriſtian Brethren, is a ſtrong 

| indication 
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indication of a Heart hardened in Sin: 
for Goodneſs never wants Compaſſion : 
and they muſt be but badly qualified for 
Chriſt's Miniſtry, who are unhappily 
deſtitute of this Chriſt-like Temper and 
Diſpoſition. Miniſters, that have no 
Compaſſion for periſhing Souls, will 
take but little pains to ſave them. 


How perfectly fitted does the great 
Apoſtle appear in all theſe reſpeas for 
the Work of the Miniſtry! How fed- 


faſt and 121movenble did he remain in the 


midſt of all his various Sufterings,--both 
perſonal, and Fellow-Sufferings,--prac- 
tiſing what he preached, © None of 
„ theſe things,” ſays he, © move me, 


«© neither count I my life dear unto my- 


D « ſelf 
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„ ſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my courſe 


empt. This great Miniſter of the Goſ- 
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* with joy, and the Miniſtry which I 
© have received of the Lord Jeſus, to 
ce teſtify the Goſpel of the Grace of 
'© God.” ----And yet, innumerable as 
were the Apoſtle's ſufferings, and al- 
though ſince the word of God ſo mighti- 
ly grew and prevailed, and the glorious 
light of the Goſpel hath ſhone through 
the carth, we are happily exempt from 
that great variety of perils and dangers, 
ariſing from perſecution, to which the 
Apoſtle was zeceſſarily expoſed in the 
infant State of Chriſtianity ; yet, alas ! 
we unneceſſarily experience ſome miſeries 


from which the Apoſtle was happily ex- 


pel had nothing to do with MINT, 
| and 


9 
and AN ISE, and CUM MIN: in this 
reſpect he had much the advantage 
of his ſucceſſors: for though his trials 


were great and innumerable; yet, per- 
haps, not very many may be found 
among the formidable train greater than 
thoſe ſpringing from zheſe roots of bit- 
terneſs. Strange that ſuch innocent 
herbs ſhould be attended with ſuch 
baneful operations! Alas] how often 


do they baffle the /alutary effects of the 


mot wholeſome doftrine,--how often do 
they poiſon the Peace both of Minifter 
and People How often, when the /þ:- 
ritual Labourer claims his Hire, does 
the carnal worlding leep back the whole, 
or part of the price; or, at leaſt, ſa- 


mw the trivial Claim grudgingly, or of 


D- 3 neceſ- 
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neceſſity ! and though the Servant of 
God ſenus unto him ſpiritual things, the 
Servant of Mamman thinks it a great 
matter if he ſhall reap his wor/dly things: 
vor will he allow (although the Lord 
hath ſo ordained) that they who preach 

the Goſpel ſhould /ive of the Goſpel. --- 

| duch men are worſe than the Scribes 

and Phariſees of old, who never with- 
held theſe /ight demands, though they 
neglected the weightier matters of the 
Law; 7 but theſe lawleſs Lovers of une 
righteous Mammon, theſe profane De- 
Spifers of the true Riches, not only 
neglect the weightier matters of the 
Law, but, the minute Payment. of 


% ww * 


MINT, and ANISE, and CUMMIN, 
WG Such lden conſider, that 
when 
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when they defraud the Miniſters of God 
in Tithes and Offerings, they preſump- 
tuouſly rob God himſelf: moſt un- 
gratefully rob their Divine Benefactor, 
from whoſe gracious hand they receive all 
the comforts and conveniencies of life. 


— 


Bur theſe unreaſonable men are ſeldom 
ſatisfied with theſe acquiſitions, but often 
too deſpoil their Miniſter of what is 


more precious than rubies,---his good 


name. If they loaded him as liberally 


with /ree-will-offerings as they do with 
calumnies and reproaches, he would have 
as little cauſe to complain as themſelves, 
And though they wound not his body 


with outward acts of violence, they 


deeply wound his ſpirit with words of 


cruelty 


— 


1 
cruelty; and his ſuffering heart finds 
by ſad experience, tliat their teeth are 
ſpears and arrows, and their tongue a 
_ ſword. 

Db in theſe cafes a Miniſter is not 
only to feel for himſelf, but for his un- 
chriſtian people: nor is his heart ſo 
much to be pained for the loſs of his 
rights and good name, as for the /ittle 


ſenſe ſuch men have of their duty, the 


little regard they pay to the honour and 
inter of Religion, and the great dan- 
ger that threatens the loſs of their im- 
mortal * 5. 


Bor "_—— the Miniſter of Chriſt 
is both nnn wronged and evil- 
1010 = 


1 
ſpoken of, and made as the filth of the 
world and the off- ſcouring of all things; 
yet theſe diſadvantageous, and humili- 


ating circumſtances, ſhould never di/- 


courage, nor ſhame him, from the ex- 
ecution of his miniſtry,--never. ſinł his 
heart to the depth of deſpendency,--but 
rather rai/e it to the height of joy, that 
he is reckoned worthy to ſuffer perſe- 


cution for the croſs of Chriſt; (for cer- 
tainly the rod of perſecution is not quite 
broken;) at the ſame time diſpoſing him 
to requite the evil deeds of his fraudu- 
lent perſecutors with his charitable- 
prayers to God,---That he would give 
them eyes to ſee the error of their way, 
and hearts to amend it. 


Bur 


L 24 J 
Bur ſhall we receive good at the hand 
of God, and fhall we not receive evi? 
Although there may be too many unjuſt 


and uncharitable men in every commu- 
nity, who wrong and depreciate the 
miniſters of God; yet there are many 
juſt perſons, who (on this account) need 
no repentance : who not only ſatisfy the 
demands of the law, but the dictates of 
2 liberal mind; who are not only chear- 
Ful payers, but chearful givers: who . 
love God and his miniſters, and whom 
God and his miniſters love :---theſe are 
the men whoſe praiſe is in the Goſpel :--- 
theſe are the good men, who ſeem to be 
ſent as bleſſings and ſuccours to the 
Church of Chriſt to render the injurio9® 
behaviour of evil men the more ſup- 


portable. 
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Bur we muſt remember, that Mini- 


ſters are not only to tale heed to them- 
ſelves in regard to their Titbet and 
offerings, but with reſpect to their good 
example,--as we have before obſerved, 

they are to tale heed to their Doctrine. 
Therefore we are to be Examples to the 
Unzziizvers in word, in ene 
in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in puri- 
45. L bo. Precept, as St. Cyrxiax ob- 


ſerves, is only profitable, when our 


deeds cotreſpond with our worde. And 


the ſignal ſucceſs of Ortcen's Doc- 


trine, as EvszB1Us ſays, was founded 
upon the agreement of his words and 
Manners. All therefore whatſoever we 
bit others, to obſerve, that we muſt ob- 
firve and 4. For, if we 4 ay, and do 
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not, 
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not, how can we expect others 20 do 


+ "I 


what we. ſay ?----This inconſiſtency of 


our Example with our Precept be- 
comes a tumbling ſtone in the way of 
weak brethren,--the Miniſtry is wound- 
ed through the Miniſter's f ide, and 


both ind: iſcriminately ſuffer together. 
Religion, indeed, ſhould teach men to 


a; diſflinguiſh between. the Miniſter and 
his Profe . lan: but, it ſeems, men 700 


ſeldom have Religion enough to furniſh 


them with /o much dj liſcernment : and 
therefore by theſe means the M inifter 
js not more odious in the fight of God, 
chan his Profe Nos on in the eyes of men. 


with, every Chriſtian Grace and ſhining 
Virtue, s then we adorn. the doctrine of 
God, 


eV: 


But when our Example is aden Nd 
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God? our Saviour, in all "Wings ©: — 
hen we dreſs Religion | in her moſt 
beautiful and reſplendent | attire, and 
render her moſt amiable and lovely: 

ſhe then appears irreſiſtibly charming ;-- 
fondly to be admired and embraced. 
----And certainly no pains can be too 
great by the joint means both of Pre- 
cept and Example to reclaim a ſinful 
world, and promote the Salvation of 
Souls And here let us particularly 
conſider ſome of thoſe means ariſing 
from both, that are  chiefy conducive t to 
7 great Ends. 5 — Ag 


[5 Ir i is the dnl Miniſters t to preach 


the Word with Plainneſi; otherwiſe 
men will not be Doers of the Word, 
E 2 No but 
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but Heavers: only ;--becauſe they 2 not 
wnderfland it. Our Vanity ſhould not 
allure us to preach to our ou Ghory; 
but our Piety thould induce us to preach 
to the Glory of Ged.----But though the 
Word ſhould be preached with Plainnefs, 
it ſhould not be preached with roo much 
| Plainneſs: for This will make us a by- 
word among the H eathen : Men that 
| tnow not God will be oftener amuſed 
| than edified,---ſerious | things will be 
turned into ridicule, and Religion laugh- 
ed out of countenance.----Miniſters are 
likewiſe to preach the Word with Plain- 
neſs without broaching any unintelligible 
or novel Doctrine, that is not to be 
warranted from Seriptyre, or reviving 
any aucient H rely th that is repugnant to 


it. 


7 1 


it.-IExtraordinary Illuminations and 


Operations of the Holy Spirit are not 
to be inſiſted on, becauſe they cannot 
be proved: and if it appear, that they 
are only pretended to,-+Religion may be 
thought all a pretence.----But yet we 
muſt moſt thankfully aſcribe every good 


thought of our hearts, and every good 


action of our lives, to the Divine In- 
fluence of the Blefled Spirit of God. 
Nor are our fertile Tmaginations to 
deviſe any other Goſpel than the Zoer- 
laſting Geſpel already revealed to us: if 
we, or an Angel from Heaven, preach 
any other Goſpel than that which Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles have preached unto us, 
we incur St. Paul's Malediction: nor, 
indeed, is it the Goſpel which we are 


to 
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to rejecł, but theſe wile,” enthufaftich 


 Ohimeras. ' 
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E 47 full —_— of the Divine Love 
and Favour, founded only upon a fs 
perficial Faith,--when our lives are one 
continued ſcene of groſs Diſobedience,-- 
muſt never be admitted by us upon any 
pretence whatſoever. Such a Religion 
may be-eaſy, but it can never be ſafe. 
An orthodox Faith = ſuffice with- 
it an orthodox Life. AA well-oround- 
ed afſurance, indeed, every one ſhould 
have: that is, they ſhould | have--a 


| lively operative Faith; ſuch a Faith as 
is naturally productive of the fruits of 
righteouſneſs and true holineſs.” This is 
the proper foundation of our aſſurance ; 


93 N > | and, 


1 


and, as we tender the ſalvation of our 
ſouls, this foundation we muſt take care 
to lay: and thus Chriſt will become the 
Rock of our Salvation. For, if an evil 
heart of unbelief, and a reprobate life, 
lay the foundation of a TAN fearful 
looking for of judgment and fiery indig- 
nation; ôn the other hand, a lively 
faith and a holy life, muſt conſequently 
lay the foundation of a Bleſſed hope, 


and ASSURANCE. 
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| Far, very far be it from us to dero- 
gate from the infinite mercies of God,-- 
the all. - ſufficient merits of our B 72 


Redeemer, and the gracious SUPPORT of 
the adorable. Spirit :---without Theſe-- | 
who would be able to sranp in the : || 


ful 


L 32 1 
ul Day of Trial v. - Our bet fire, 
are fraught with imper feffions, and 
our righteouſneſſes are as filthy rags: we 
are vile earth and miſerable finners,-- 
poor unprofitable fervants, only fit to 
be caſt into outer darknefs, were we 
not reſcued from the jaws of death and 
hell by the Spirir of Might, and the 
ſaving. Grace of God. in Chrift Jeſus. 
And yet--to expect Salvation upon coh- 
trary terms to what the Goſpel pre- 
ſcribes--muſt certainly be a moſt dan- 
gerous detuſion.---We are to preach the 
ſaving Triths of the Goſpel, but no 
more g nothing beyond the bounds of 
facred Truth; —and ſhould decline all 
Doctrines merely ſpeculative, that nei- 
ther tend to the Glory of God, nor the 
Salvation of Souls, 
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12 Ap as, on the one hand, we are 
to avoid the extravagant Heats of En» \ 


thufraſm ſo, on the other, we are to 
avoid cold Indifference and Lulewarm- / 
. neſs in the execution of our Miniſtry. 
We - muſt ſteer our + courſe ſteadily 
betwixt theſe dangerous rocks, ſo ſhall 
we Ru arrive at the haven where we 
would be.*-JWhen we preach the ward, 
we are warmly,---more than lukewarm- 
ty,---with, burning Seal, to impreſs it 
upon the minds of our hearers not 
only to. deliver our Doctrine from the 
tongue, but from the beart I When the 
Preacher is careleſs and unaſfected, the / 
Hearers will be /o too; and the little 
Labour he ets will be to litile pur 
oft = HED EN 2 
0 When 
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WEN we publickly addreſs th 


Throne of Grace, we muſt remember 


the Grentneſt of chat Majeſty before 
whom we bend the ſuppliant knee; 
we muſt remember the 'Goodye/s of that 
God we come to worſhip. This will 
thſpire us with Reverence and godly 
Pear towards rhe Divine Majeſty, and 
fill 6ur hearts with the warmeſt Love 
to that gracious God, who belpeth us, 
and pbureth his benefits upon us. This 
will incline us to that proves Deliberwtior: 
by which the weight of every perition 


Has Fine to deſcend from the ear to the 


heart; and induce that fix? attention, 
which is ſo requiſite to conſtitute a 


reuſamuble ſervice, and to reſtrain us 


from offering the . of roots. 
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 Livhewarmneſs will more diſpoſe ys to 
get oven our Duty than to do it. "Bur 
cus earthly. hagrts muſt be pur fed do as 
by fire; and preſented upon the (burning 
Abtar of Devotion, to render them ac- 
 Ceptable ſacrifices to the God of Heaven; 
| This Flame of Devotien, which 

burns in the breaf of the Miniſter, 


will---by a holy [vmpathy---cateh i 1 the Ph. 
breafls of the People, and derb will 


warſhip... the Lord in * and in 


Truth. = 92875 * ; 


L ether * Duty celpefing the 
 Miniftry, which deſerves particularly to 
be confidered, is HumiLITy., God re- 
 fpheth the proud, but giveth Grace unto 
the bumble : and, if we are not bleſt 
DIAGN F 2 with 
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with God's Grace, we are unfit for his 
Service.--Pride i is an evil diſpoſition 
of the heart, 0 diſpleaſing both 
to God and Man. The Miniſter, 
whoſe heart is ſwoln with pride, God 
will reſiſt; and his Miniſtry will give 
men more diſguſti than edification. 
Though the miniſterial Station is moſt 
reſpefable, we muſt not miſtake an 
unbecoming pride for a becoming dignity, 
nor fondly aſſume that honour, which 
otliers ought freely to give: becauſe it 
will anſwer no end :---if we honour 
ourſelves, our honour is nothing : if we 
have too much reſpect for our/efves, we 
ſhall have but little reſpe# from others. 
If then we would appear amiable in 
che eyes of God or * People; if we 


would 


1 


would render our Miniſtry engaging or 


ſucceſsful ; -e muſt never be ſeen in 
the znſeemly Garb of Pride,--but--be 
clothed with HumiLiTy. 


Ir is likewiſe a Duty particularly 
incumbent. upon Miniſters, whenever 
they meet with thoſe notorious Sins, 
thoſe epidemical maladies of the Soul. 
DRUuxEKENNESS and PROrANENERSS, al- 
ways to be ready to adminiſter their 
ſalutary reproofs : when Souls lie 
wounded by theſe darts of the wicked- 
one in every corner of the ſtreets, they 
are freely to give their charitable admo- 
nitions, and not, like the uncharitable 
Prieſt of old, to paſs by on the other 

ade. And though they may be re- 
The proached 


k ] 
proached for preaching ot of Staſen ; 
it is nevertheleſs their. Duty to preach 
on ALL OCCas10Ns.>--- Though theſe 
ſhameleſs Sinners, who cannet bluſh, 
would aiſcoumtenance us in the faithful 
diſcharge of our Duty, and deem vs 
Enthufrtaſts in our turn; yet, we muſt 
remember, Tis impieus modeſiy to be 
aſhamed of Chrift, If the Bleſſed 
Jeſus endured the Croſs, deſpiſing the 
ame for our ſales; can we ungrate- 
fully refuſe to ſuffer a little ſcorn for his 
| fake? And with reſped to our painful 
. - endeavours to perſuade mem, and to 
bring them to the knowledge of the 
truth ;---if this Bleſſed Lord that 
A bought them was mercifully pleaſed to 
|: s _ * of men worth the * 


TW. 1 
mies of a cruel death; furely his un- 
worthy ſervants muſt think them worrh 
the pains of a rranfient life. 


Any how nearly does it concern dur 
own Souls to exert our utmoſt endea- 


vours by the furtherance of Divine 


Grace in promoting the eternal felicity 
of the Souls of others! For, as it was 


falſely ſaid of the Almighty Lord of 


Life, the dying Saviour of the World; 
A He faved others,--Himſelf he cannot 
ſave; fo may it be truly ſaid of the 
Miniſters of the Goſpe] :--that, if they 


neple& to /ave others,--themſelves they 


cannot ſade: they muſt, to fave them- 
ſelves, give all diligence to Zone them 
Yo hear them. 


N 


wg "7 40 1 
* e den is tie important, the aiffcult 
| q oy and laborious W ork of the Miniftry.--- 
3B VN. hat cauſe have the negligent and Hoch- 
ful ſervants of the Lord to fear and 
tremble [--=Oh ! may the merciful God | 
ſend his B leſſed Spirit, the C omforter, 
upon us⸗-to diſpoſe us to all good, to 
guide us into all truth, to ſupport us 
under all difficulties, and to enable us 
ſucreſefully to perform this great and 
| arduoins work !---A little time will put 
1 period to all our labours here; and 
Fel may God grant, that when our ſpiritual 
warfare is ended, we may be tranſlated 
from the Church militant on Earth to 
the Church triumphant in Heaven, and 
be youre) with the So a committed to our | 
| of rhe Lord 
ES oh! 
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